










Mr. Lawrence E. Strickling -2-	 CPO-lO-009 

LANS is proud to commit a corporate cash match to this critical project and to be part of an 
extraordinary regional effort to bring high-speed broadband to Northern New Mexico. Please 
feel free to contact me at 505-665-4400 if you have questions or need additional information. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Kurt A. Steinhaus 
Director 
Community Programs Office 
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NORTHERN NEW MEXICO COLLEGE

March 12, 2010

Mr. Lawrence E.Strickling
Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information
U.s. Department of Commerce / NTIA
Herbert C. Hoover Building (HCHB)
1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C.20230

Mr. DavidJ.Villano

Assistant Administrator, Telecommunications Program
USDA
STOP1590

1400 Independence Ave., SW, Rm5151
Washington, DC20250-1590

RE:Support Letter for Northern New Mexico Round 2 Broadband Applications

Dear Mr. Strickling and Mr. Villano:

Northern New Mexico College is a two-year and four-year degree granting institution, with its
main campus in Espanola,NM. A Hispanic-servinginstitution, we serve over 2500 students in an
area of Northern New Mexico with very low incomes and high poverty and high school drop-out
rates.

Over the past few years, Northern hasstruggled to piece together sufficient bandwidth to
support distance learning applications and its engineering, teaching and nursing programs.
Becausewe cannot obtain sufficient bandwidth from the local incumbent carrier, we have
sought to install microwave connections to reach the Gigapop internet accesspoint in
Albuquerque. Also, we currently lack a direct connection to the Espanolaschool system, and
have minimal bandwidth to participate as a gateway with the New Mexico Computing
Application Center (NMCAC),which offers accessto a supercomputer to all New Mexico
colleges.

Northernstronglysupportsthe Round2 BTOPCCIapplicationsubmittedbythe NorthCentral
New Mexico Economic Development District for REDINet, and the Round 2 BIPapplication
submitted by Kit CarsonElectric Cooperative. The REDINet application will provide a fiber
interconnect at our main campus in Espanola,enabling connection with the EspanolaPublic
Schoolsand the NMCACSupercomputer Gateway. The Kit Carsonapplication will provide a fiber
interconnect for our branch campus in EIRito, supporting our academic and continuing
education programs there. Both interconnects will offer sufficient bandwidth for all of our



needs at very affordable rates. Northern intends to purchase services from these networks,
once operational, to serve the comprehensive needs of its two campuses.

Northern New Mexico College has been an active participant in REDI,Northern New Mexico's
RegionalEconomic Development Initiative. As a partner, we have been approached by Kit
CarsonElectric, JemezMountains Electric and the LosAlamos Utilities Department to offer a
course to train existing electric lineman in fiber optic operations and maintenance. Northern has
agreed to provide such a course, to ensure personnel readiness for these projects. The course
can be offered as early as the fall of 2010, and represents an in-kind contribution of $5 thousand
from our institution.

I urge your favorable consideration of Northern New Mexico's Round 2 broadband applications.

Sincerely, 'or

David F. Trujillo,
Interim President

Northern New Mexico College
921 Paseo de Onate

Espanola, NM 87532

(505) 747-2116

Cc: Monica Abeita - REDI
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